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Editorial 
There are always so many 
opportunities and activities to 
report about and reflect on in 
visual arts in Hampshire. In this 
edition it is so the case with 
many training sessions, 
workshops, courses and 
networks taking place and 
exciting broad and varied 
activities and projects. Some of 
these are shared and reported 
in this publication.  

I urge you to print off this 
publication of Art News if you 
do not already subscribe to a 
printed copy. 

During the Autumn Term we 
held the Special Schools’ Art 
Conference and the Secondary 
Art Conference. Details of both 
these events are included in 
this curriculum update. 

Arts Award has recently 
extended its brief to offer the 
Discover and Explore Award to 
the increased age range of 
ages five to 25 years. We have 
a training course available in 
January (course code: 
ARTCO139-13AA) for schools, 
for teachers/learning support 
assistants (LSAs) to train to be 
an adviser. Do visit the Arts 
Award website to appreciate 
details about the award, which 
offers national recognition to 
children’s achievements in the 
arts: 

www.artsawards.org. 

The new application form to 
apply for Artsmark round 14 is 
available to schools soon – visit 
www.artsmark.org. There are 
slight delays with the new 
application form but the press 
advise this should be available 
imminently. Support from the 
Artsmark network that you join 
when you register for the award 
is by Artsmark and it is also 
possible to have support from 
me to work with you to support 
and oversee your application. 
Also, please do remember that 
professional development for 
art and drama is available from 
the HIAS Arts Team, to work 
with on your in-service training 
(INSET) days to address any 
professional development 
needs that the application might 
identify. 

The Photography Network 
recently met to share and 
challenge practice. Teachers 

sampled a small practical 
opportunity to introduce pattern 
overlay. In addition, sources 
were shared and Jeanette from 
Testbourne shared her 
discovery of Rainbow eyes for 
teachers to use when 
manipulating portrait photos. 

At the Edexcel Network 
teachers shared their work, 
projects and some pieces of 
unique appeal. We were joined 
by Susan Young, Subject 
Advisor Art, Design and Media, 
Pearson Education 
(www.pearson.com/uk). Susan 
discussed centres’ questions 
about the GCSE and Btech 
specification and has promised 
to return again to a future 
meeting. The next Edexcel 
meeting is planned for Tuesday 
25 January 2014. A further set 
of network meetings for 
Edexcel and photography will 
be planned in the new financial 
year. Please do contact me if 
you are interested in joining. 

Art support workshops explored 
Smile in the Autumn Term, 
which enabled teachers to 
explore making portraits. The 
Spring Term will give the 
opportunity to visit textiles and 
appliqué techniques. The 
acclaim of the workshops has 
spread further afield and we 
have been asked to take them 
to Wiltshire; some are now 
being planned for this additional 
location in 2014. An article later 
in this Art News shares some 
earlier workshops. 

Editorial 

http://www.artsawards.org.
http://www.artsmark.org.
http://www.pearson.com/uk).
http://www.pearson.com/uk
http://www.artsmark.org.uk
http://www.artsawards.org.uk


HIAS curriculum update 

 

2 Drama News | Autumn 2013 

2014 commemorates the 
centennial of the beginning of 
World War 1. A project to 
create installations of Poppies 
created by schools and their 
communities in Hampshire is 
planned. It will realise art work 
of poppies made using various 
techniques that will be placed in 
key places, including Romsey 
Abbey, the Lights Theatre in 
Andover and, possibly, 
Winchester Cathedral. 
Workshops are planned for 
teachers in January and 
February, which intend that you 
work with your school 
communities to submit artwork 
to the collaborative exhibitions. 

The art subject content of the 
National Curriculum for Key 
Stage (KS) 1-3 is now available 
on page 183 of the new 
guidance. Fiona Godfrey, 
General Inspector/Adviser for 
Visual Arts (Primary Phase), 
has offered some updates 
sessions to give information 
about the new subject content. 
There is also an article on 
pages 50-51 to share some of 
the changes and key 
considerations for art, craft and 
design. 

New courses are regularly 
added to the system for art and 
design for 2013-2014. To find 
out about training opportunities 
visit:  

www.hants.gov.uk/education/
htlc. 

Please do contact us if you 
require support and advice for 
art and design. Contact me:  

jayne.stillman@hants.gov.uk.  

We can arrange a Management 
Partnership visit to support you 
in primary, secondary and 
special schools. Between my 
colleague, Fiona Godfrey, 
General Inspector/Adviser for 
Visual Arts (Primary Phase), 
and I, we can offer you 
assistance, to match your 
needs, in your school. Fiona is 
busy around the county working 
with primary schools and 
providing courses. Contact her 
for more information too:  

fiona.godfrey@hants.gov.uk. 

If you have any news that you 
would like to share in the next 
newsletter; it would be good to 
hear from you. 

I hope that you have an 
enjoyable and successful new 
year 2014. 

 

Jayne Stillman 

County Inspector/Adviser for 
Visual and Performing Arts 
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This year’s secondary 
conference took place in the 
Southampton City Art Gallery in 
November. Thirty teachers 
listened to talks about the latest 
developments, classroom 
practice was shared by two 
heads of art departments. We 
heard from Jo Binmore from 
Fort Hill Community School and 
Nik Williams from The Henry 
Cort Community College. 
Current artists whose work 
features in the gallery shared 
details about their inspirations 
and creations.  

Bouke de Vries was born in 
Utrecht, The Netherlands. He 
studied at the Design Academy, 
Eindhoven, and Central St 
Martin’s, London. After working 
with John Galliano, Stephen 
Jones and Zandra Rhodes, he 
switched careers and studied 
ceramics conservation and 
restoration at West Dean 
College. Every day in his 
practice as a private 
conservator he was faced with 
issues and contradictions 
around perfection and worth, 
and used this as the starting 
point for his works.  

Using his skills as a restorer, 
his artworks reclaim broken 
pots after their accidental 
trauma. He has called it the 
beauty of destruction. Instead 
of reconstructing them, he 
deconstructs them. Instead of 
hiding the evidence of this most 
dramatic episode in the life of a 
ceramic object, he emphasises 

their new status, instilling new 
virtues, new values, and 
moving their stories forward. 
Bouke enthralled delegates 
with his stories, discoveries and 
links to celebrities, including 
Madonna! 

Jamie Shovlin is a British 
conceptual artist who lives and 
works in London and studied at 
the Royal College of Art. He 
has exhibited at the Tate 
Britain, Saatchi Gallery and the 
Haunch of Venison, among 
others. 

His work is innovative and 
unique. He is concerned with 
the relationship between truth 
and fiction, and history and 
memory. His methods include 
long thought out processes and 
research. His projects involve 
installation, performance, 
painting, drawing and 
printmaking. Jamie shared his 
recent work and talked about 
the work on display. 

Workshops followed with artist 
educators from the gallery, Jo 
Bressloff and Debra Marsh, 
who responded to the 
contemporary exhibitions by 
Bouke and Jamie. In response 
to Bouke’s work Debra used 
clay, with teachers producing 
clay pieces and exploring the 
ideas of deconstructing and 

Contemporary practice: the Secondary Art 
Conference 2013 

http://www.hants.gov.uk/education/
mailto:jayne.stillman@hants.gov.uk.
mailto:fiona.godfrey@hants.gov.uk.
mailto:fiona.godfrey@hants.gov.uk
http://www.hants.gov.uk/education/htlc
mailto:jayne.stillman@hants.gov.uk
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conserving the work. Teachers 
were engaged and motivated to 
plan ideas for use back at 
school considering these 
techniques. 

Considering Jamie’s book 
cover work, teachers produced 
art using collage and coloured 
papers to explore shapes and 
colour symbology. Teachers 
explored ideas for using the 
responses when back in school 
and favoured the idea of links 
with literacy, colour symbols 
and large-scale canvas 
painting. 

We look forward to seeing you 
again next year! 
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A practical workshop, provided 
by Jo Bressloff, for the annual 
Secondary Art Conference on 
Monday 11 November 2013 at 
Southampton City Art Gallery. 
Taking the theme of the conference, 
Understanding contemporary artists’ practice, 
the workshop was inspired by Jamie Shovlin’s 
exhibition in the gallery: How most of what you 
know is reconstruction. 

Shovlin is a contemporary conceptual artist, who 
creates systems and rules to explore ideas 
about time, objects and memory. He makes 
sculptures, films, paintings and drawings. 

Situated in the room exhibiting his more recent 
Fontana Modern Masters series of paintings, we 
were surrounded by 17 larger than life-sized 
acrylic canvases, painted with brightly coloured 
geometric and optical illusion designs. 

Jamie Shovlin’s extensive research had 
revealed that 17 books from the series about 
modern thinkers (philosophers, psychiatrists, 
architects, writers, poets, etc) published by 
Fontana in the 1970s and 1980s, were never 
completed. The eye-catching op art cover 
designs for the series particularly caught his 
attention – indeed their colours and designs 
became the inspiration for the paintings. By 
devising an individual, if not arbitrary, point 
system Shovlin copied the colours from the 
published book covers, to create a map-like 
colour wheel. This was used to formulate new 
colour combinations for his 17 enlarged 
interpretations of the unpublished book cover 
designs on show. 

In response to the paintings, the workshop 
began by creating a palette of five colours 
drawn with oil pastels. These colours were then 
matched closely to coloured papers. Thereafter, 
an A4 black and white photocopy of one of the 

six painted designs on the walls was 
deconstructed using scissors or a scalpel. As a 
result, the collection of shapes was then used 
as templates to draw around onto the five 
selected coloured papers, together with the  
cut-up text if desired. Each participant 
proceeded to devise their own collaged method 
of reconstructing the image, using the coloured 
geometric paper shapes. 

The results were exciting and varied: some 
chose to recreate parts of the designs in colour 
and black and white, whilst others used both 
positive and negative shapes; multi-layered 
reliefs and graffiti-like constructions were 

Cut-up and reconstruct 
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created and op art illusions and complementary/
harmonious colour combinations were also 
explored. 

The myriad of cut-up and reconstructed paper 
collages also alluded to Matisse’s famous  
Paper-cuts and the First cut paper sculptures, 
some of which were also on show in the gallery.  
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Just before half term, the Special School Art 
Conference took place on Thursday 24 October 
2013 at Jermyn’s House, Sir Harold Hillier 
Gardens, near Romsey. The day was full of 
opportunities to catch up with the latest 
developments in art and design, initiatives for 
the subject, the opportunity to visit the gardens 
and for participating in practical tasks to transfer 
to the classroom. 

Exploring the introduction of the new National 
Curriculum, participants explored possibilities 
that they might follow for children with the new 
information. Adjusting the curriculum and 
interpreting it to meet the needs of the children 
in the special schools attending was the 
approach the discussion took.  

Delegates responded to the work of Hannah 
Battershell, which features intricate paintings 
and compositions created on buttons. A piece of 
her work featured in the Royal Academy 
Summer Show 2013, which was much 
acclaimed by a group of teachers that attended 
the show. 

Minnie Morris from Rights and Diversity 
Education (RADE ) came along and spoke 
about the role and offer that the group offers to 
schools. Teachers searched through the boxes 
and books the service can provide and 
discovered that the offer can be provided to suit 
what a school requires. 

Judith Bowles from the School Library Service 
joined us to share information about the recent 
Hampshire Illustrated Book Award for special 
schools and picture books that could inspire and 
stimulate interaction and learning. 

A practical session in the afternoon explored the 
creation of Poppies, which is a workshop 
designed to produce poppies in collage, textiles 
and mixed media approaches for a World War 1 
commemoration event planned in 2014. Using a 
laminator, teachers produced some collaged 
petals to produce flowers. Ideas were discussed 
for collating the work and details about a 
planned exhibition in the future.  

 

The Special Schools’ Art Conference 2013 

Hannah Battershell: 
www.hannahbattershell.com/buttons/index  

http://www.hannahbattershell.com/buttons/index
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The School Library Service offers special 
schools the opportunity to shadow their Year 1 
and Year 5 book awards. Shadowing these 
existing shortlisted awards allows schools to 
tailor it to their needs by targeting pupils, 
determining how long it should run for and at a 
time convenient to the school. 

The Special Picture Book Award 
and Hampshire Illustrated Book 
Award 
The aim of both awards is to promote the 
enjoyment of reading, to encourage the 
development of children’s visual literacy skills, to 
inspire pupil’s creativity through art and to 
encourage children’s critical ability, using 
listening and speaking skills.  

The shortlisted books are accompanied by a 
booklet outlining the creative possibilities that 
the books inspire, eg advertising the books by 
making posters about the characters, badges, 
bookmarks or stickers. Children could create 
their own storybook based on one of the 
shortlisted books, perhaps with a new ending or 
to continue the story. There are four books on 
the Special Picture Book Award shortlist and the 
children vote for their favourite one. For 
example, What colour is your world? Fantastic 
opportunities to experiment with unusual 
colours: “For breakfast, I’ll paint red juice, and 

purple cornflakes with orange milk. 
And for my brother? Green muffin and green 
butter.” 

The Hampshire Illustrated Book 
Award 
This is a selection of six illustrated books that 
are more suitable for Key Stage 2 children, with 
similar aims to the Special Picture Book Award. 
Suggested art activities with this book are: 

 create faces in the Arcimboldo style. 
Children can bring fruit in and sketch/paint 
and arrange or, if time is short, take 
photographs of their arranged fruit 

 study Pret A Manger food art, which is to 
simply cut and arrange fruit to look like 
different objects (in the book shown, 
watermelons make a helmet, for example). 

If your school would like to shadow these 
awards then please contact your local School 
Library Service centre or our headquarters on 
Tel: 01962 826660 who will direct you to the 
correct area. A set of books and the 
accompanying notes will then be sent out to 
your school. 

This service is free of charge to subscribing 
schools. 

Book awards to inspire creativity  
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The dark  

by Lemony Snicket, 
illustrated by Jon Klassen  
KS2 

Darkness is personified as it 
takes a young boy on a journey 
to the basement of his house 
and shows him why he doesn’t 
need to be afraid of the dark. 
The muted palette and fine line 
drawing are inspirational. The 
clever use of perspective takes 
us on a journey through light 
and dark until we reach the 
pitch black basement. 

The first drawing  

by Mordicai Gerstein  
KS2 

An imaginative cave boy tries to 
share the animal shapes he 
see in clouds and the walls of 

the cave he shares with his 
family, but no one else sees 
them until he makes the world’s 
first drawing. Your children will 
be inspired to make their own 
cave paintings with this book. 
Links in nicely to the new 
history curriculum. 

The lonely sea dragon 

by Helen Dunmore, 
illustrated by Rebecca Cobb 

KS1 

Rebecca Cobb is an illustrator 
to look out for. Her work is 
always stunning and the 
creation of her fabulous sea 
dragon will captivate your 
pupils. A combination of water 
colour, pen and ink and crayon/
pastels create a perfect seaside 
location for a charming story 
about two little children who 
come to the aid of the very 
beautiful but very sad sea 
dragon  

Monkey nut  

by Simon Rickerty  
KS1 

One little monkey nut causes 
big trouble in this bright, funny 
and original book. Great use of 
information and 
communications technology 
(ICT) in art to produce 
interesting images. What other 
food could the monkeys fight 
over? Children could make their 
own monkeys?  

 

To borrow any of these books 
please contact your local 
School Library Service (SLS) 
base or contact SLS 
headquarters on: 

Tel: 01962 826660.   

Look out too for our book lists 
that relate to art on our website:  

www.hants.gov.uk/sls  

and Moodle:  

sls.hias.hants.gov.uk/. 

You will need a password to 
see them: contact your local 
SLS adviser for this.  

New SLS books to encourage visual literacy 

http://www.hants.gov.uk/sls
http://sls.hias.hants.gov.uk/
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In May, Making Space held an 
open studio event with exhibits 
by some of its resident artists 
and, to our delight, six of our 
Hampshire secondary heads of 
art departments. The challenge 
came about following a meeting 
hosted at Making Space; 
teachers were asked if they 
would like to feature in the 
exhibition.  

The title of the exhibition was 
About time, this alluded to the 
tensions to produce their own 
art that artist educators suffer. 
Finding time to indulge and 
absorb themselves in their own 
ideas and making, alongside 
the elation and sense of 
achievement of actually 
preparing and presenting your 
own work is powerful. 

In The Zone, an accomplished 
display of work featured in a 
classroom space at Making 
Space. The thoughts were that 
this could be a trial for a 

possible larger event another 
year. Watch this space.  

Making Space is a creative 
space for hire, it also supports 
artists with studio space on 
long or short-term leases. It 
offers courses and workshops 
in art, craft and design. Visit:  

www.makingspace.org  

or go along and see for 
yourself:  

2 Bishopstoke Road 
Leigh Park 
Havant 
Hampshire 
PO9 5BN. 

“Inspiration for me derived from 
a passing moment one morning 
as my daughter lay next to me. 
The distortion of laying against 
fabric, nestled into a duvet, the 
face partially hidden interested 
me greatly. Memories of Klimt’s 
work heavily investigated 
during my degree, where I 

focussed prodominently on life 
drawing, re-enthused my 
passion for working from the 
human figure. I photographed 
my daughter and responded to 
this using materials such as 
Biro on top of acrylic paint, 
Indian ink and dry-point 
etching.”  

Kerry Bramley Hough, 
Quilley School 

“I wanted to produce a personal 
piece based on identity, the 
GCSE exam had a topic on 
stencils and a lot of the pupils 
chose this and looked at 
Banksy. This inspired me to 
produce a stencil of myself 
looking down. I wanted the 
audience to not recognise the 
image straight away, but 
needed to look at this piece 
being captured and then 
working out and looking into the 
portrait. Once the drawing was 
done and I cut out the stencil, I 
then produced a positive and 
negative piece. I felt that I 
wanted more depth so decided 
to work over with tonal range 
using greys.” 

Ruth McIlwraith, 
Frogmore Community College. 

“Inspired by Louise Dear and 
Klimt, the opportunity to use my 
own work and exhibit was an 
exciting prospect. Through 
exploration, stencil work and 
painting, my artwork started to 
evolve. As a conceptual artist I 
challenged myself to produce 
the work as there wasn’t a real 

About time 
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concept, it was about 
experimenting with materials 
and skills. It was a relief to 
finish something but an 
achievement to have spent time 
on my own art work.” 

Jessica Masterman 

“Referring to the stimulus of 
Mexico, I was captivated to 
relay some of this inspiration in 
my artwork. Using layering 
techniques and visual 
references I created a canvas 
and sketchbook. With a 
deadline to work to this 
energised my time to create 
some personal responses for 
the shared exhibition.”  

Gary Taylor 

 

http://www.makingspace.org
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Pupils from Lakeside School 
visited Helen Thomson of 
Fantasia Glass for the day in 
May 2013. Helen is a stained 
glass artist, working and 
teaching for over 20 years she 
shares the art of fused glass 
with schools. She works with 
ages three to adult in a safe but 
real way, with dramatic projects 
that will last a lifetime. Her work 
enables the creation of small 
and large-scale projects, 
individual, class or  
whole-school based, that are 
colourful and creative.  

Website: www.fantasiaglass. 
com  

Tel: 01489 878123  

Mobile: 07719661243 

Helen talked about her work 
and the techniques and 
processes for working with 
glass. Two approaches to glass 
making were experienced: 

fusing using cut coloured glass 
and the second technique was 
using glass frit, a technique 
using powdered glass with 
glues. Each process will require 
the glass pieces to be fired in a 
kiln to finish the work.  

Helen did this at her studio. The 
workshop enabled pupils to 
work in the studio environment 
and to be artists, they were 
able to use the materials and 
tools, and all the glass products 
needed. 

For the first task after planning, 
an idea was brought to fruition 
working with pre-cut glass. 
Everyone created a glass piece 

using their own ideas 
successfully. The work was 
going to be fired by Helen and 
used towards a collaborative art 
piece that Helen is working on 
for the school. Some funds to 
assist this project were secured 
by the Rotary Club. 

 

Gary Taylor 

Head of Art 
Lakeside School 

 

Fantastic glass day 
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Being creative is an integral part of learning and 
the skills that art can teach can be instrumental 
in the development of the whole student. In the 
Summer Term last year the Art Department 
were given the brilliant opportunity to encourage 
creativity throughout Amery Hill as a result of 
funding received from the school’s Leading 
Edge status. This enabled the department to run 
a series of student workshops and staff 
workshops, and organise trips and visits so that 
as many people as possible could be involved in 
the project. 

Skills such as breeze block carving, mosaic 
creation and Photoshop manipulation were 
offered in workshops to Key Stage 3 students 
who would never normally get the opportunity to 
learn such techniques. In addition to these, we 
also ran canvas painting, paper collage, clay 
frogs and jewellery making workshops. 
Introducing these new ideas to the students was 
a fantastic experience and the enthusiasm they 
showed for learning new techniques was 
incredible. The staff were invited to take part in 
various workshops too and many members of 

staff showed their artistic flair and talent. Clay 
pots were made, landscapes were painted, 
portraits were drawn and space scenes were 
spray painted by the staff across the term and 
the results were really impressive. 

A visit was organised for both GCSE Fine Art 
and 3D Art students to Marwell Zoo, in order to 
gain inspiration for their Natural Environment 
module. Whilst at the zoo, the pupils had the 
opportunity to participate in an observational 
drawing session. This session was inspirational 
as well as thought-provoking, as items which 
had been confiscated by customs and excise 
have been loaned to Marwell to use for 
educational purposes. This means that pupils 
were able to draw from a selection of animal 
skins, as well as animals that had died naturally 
and were preserved, such as a piranha and a 
sea turtle. Once back in class, the pupils used 
this inspiration, as well as photographs taken to 
create mini sketchbooks and final piece designs. 

Year 10 pupils were given the opportunity to 
take part in a local Youth Project and were part 
of the rejuvenation of Anstey Park using the 
theme of the Olympic Legacy to spray paint their 
design onto the wall. This was a fantastic 

Amery Hill School Art Department – Leading 
Edge Department Summer Term 2013 

GCSE Fine Art and 3D Art Exhibition 2013  

Breeze block carving workshop  

http://www.fantasiaglass.
www.fantasiaglass..com
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session led by a local artist and all the pupils 
had a brilliant time. In two hours a huge 
expanse of white wall was filled full of colour 
and looked really spectacular, being visible right 
across the park. Chris Ivory, another local artist, 
ran sessions after school in order to help 
improve observational drawing skills for Year 10 
pupils. An integral part of both GCSE courses, 

this is something every pupil needs to be able to 
do; so using alternative techniques, such as 
drawing the negative space or utilising unusual 
equipment, has meant the pupils have had great 
fun as well as developing these drawing skills. 

Primary liaison work is such a key element to 
successful transition into secondary school and 
during the Summer Term large-scale work was 
produced with two of our local primary schools. 
With help from Year 9 students, a historical 
timeline was produced at Four Marks Primary 
School using a combination of clay and MDF 
words; this is to be displayed permanently in the 
playground and looks spectacular. In addition to 
this, every pupil at St Mary’s Bentworth Church 
of England Primary School produced a wire 
sculpture, snake coil pot or leaf pressed clay 
slab. We were very impressed with the results, 
especially once the clay work had been fired 
and glazed. 

Canvas painting workshop 

Anstey Street Art Project  
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The annual GCSE Art Exhibition was given a 
boost from the funding, as new display screens 
were bought ensuring a fantastic display of over 
90 pupils’ work from both the GCSE Fine Art 
and GCSE 3D Art courses. Some lovely 
comments were made about the artwork and the 
year group thoroughly enjoyed seeing their work 
on display. With artwork spilling over into the 
corridors, the following day several different Key 
Stage 3 groups had the chance to see the 
exhibition and discuss all the different 
techniques and final pieces on display, and ask 
about the two different GCSE courses. 

The Art Club had a busy Summer Term too and 
had fun making scarecrows from old school 
uniform and hay, whilst trying to figure out how 
to create heads for them! They glazed clay 
mushrooms which they had created earlier in 
the term and these were added into the school 
allotments, providing a bright, colourful, quirky 
addition to the fruit and vegetables planted. 

Despite the hard work it entailed, the Art 
Department really enjoyed being the Leading 
Edge Department for the Summer Term and 
welcomed the chance to encourage many more 
people to try new skills, encouraging 
enthusiasm for the subject and a passion for 
creativity. 

 

Nicola Heesom 

Acting Head of Art 
Amery Hill School 

 

 

Photoshop workshop  

Primary liaison at Four Marks Primary School 
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The Henry Cort Community 
College students visited 
Whiteley Primary School during 
their Arts Week in July, to paint 
large-scale landscape 
paintings. 

The aim of the two days was to 
produce two large-scale acrylic 
landscape paintings based 
around Whiteley Woods. The 
Year 5 students worked from 
two of my own paintings. The 
objective was that each student 
would work on their own 
individual section of the 
painting, working directly onto a 
canvas using plastic cards to 
apply the paint. The individual 
pieces would then fit together to 
create a large painting.  

The Henry Cort students 
worked alongside the Year 5 

pupils, helping them to achieve 
this large-scale painting 
challenge. The Henry Cort 
students were fantastic, 
supportive and encouraging 
towards the Year 5s, and they 
certainly made my job a lot 
easier. 

During the summer Nik, Head 
of Art at the Henry Cort 
Community College held an 
exhibition of his own work, 
Practise what you preach. 
Shown here is a programme for 
the show, including pupils 
working and community 
participation.  

Artists painting it large – 2-3 July 2013 
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About me 
I am a full-time art teacher at 
the Henry Cort Community 
College in Fareham, who 
believes passionately in sharing 
the joy of art, not only with my 
students but with the wider 
world.  

Throughout my teaching 
career, students have always 
asked me if I sell my own work 
or have exhibited in a gallery. 
So after spending the last 15 
years motivating and 
developing my student’s work, 
in June last year (2012) I 
started seriously to put paint to 
canvas –actually I started to put 
credit card to canvas. My 
paintings are based on layering 
paint using cut-up plastic credit 
cards as a brush – a technique 
that really comes to life when 
you see it in action. 

Quite a few of my paintings are 
based on local scenes around 
Whiteley, so I am a local artist 
with local work – a winning 
combination for drawing the 
crowds in! 

The highlight of the week would 
be offering the public the 
chance to win one of six places 
to participate in a workshop 
with me, creating their own 

painting using my style. This is 
something that I have already 
done with a selection of my 
students from Henry Cort, so I 
can assure you that with plenty 
of assistance and .guidance 
even the most artistically 
challenged students can 
complete a piece that they will 
be proud of. 
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www.nik-williams-practice-what
-you-preach.co.uk/ 

 

Nik Williams 

Head of Art 
The Henry Cort Community 
College 

 

Snowy Track, Whiteley Woods, January 2013 
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Outline of the week 

Monday 26 August 

Set up – 8.30am on site with materials. 

  

Tuesday 27 August 

Opening day. Painting demonstrations by Nik Williams. 

Launch of Paint a Mini Canvas Competition – all ages – £3 to paint a canvas 
based on any paintings from the art exhibition, it will be photographed so that 
the canvas can be taken home. The two winners will receive a signed 
Portsmouth T-shirt or a limited edition Spinnaker Tower print. 

  

Wednesday 28 August 

Launch of Paint with the Artist Competition. 

Six places available to paint along with Nik Williams on Saturday 31 August in 
the Treehouse. Learn how to create your own masterpiece using plastic cards 
to layer texture and colour – all abilities welcome – just enthusiasm! 

Open to 14 year olds and older. 

Write one sentence based on a response to “Life without art would be ...”. 

Entries can be dropped in at the Treehouse up until 5.30pm on Thursday 
evening. Winners will be informed by 8.00pm on Thursday evening. 

  

Thursday 29 August 

Painting demonstration by Henry Cort students. 

Eight students from the Henry Cort Community College, Fareham, will be 
creating a large-scale masterpiece that will hung in the Whiteley Management 
Suite. 

  

Friday 30 August 

Paint a small canvas competition – all ages. 

One day showing of some recent work that Nik did with Year 5 Whiteley 
Primary School children. 

  

Saturday 31 August 

Paint along with Nik Williams – six winners paint alongside Nik from 10.00am 
till 4.00pm. 

  

Sunday 1 September 

Presentation of competition prizes by Guy Whittingham, Manager of 
Portsmouth Football Club, now confirmed – timing 10.00am to 11.30am. 

Take down show – 5.30pm onwards. 

  

http://www.nik-williams-practice-what-you-preach.co.uk/
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View of Spinnaker Tower from Gosport Harbour, Easter, 2013  
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Sheet Primary School in 
Hampshire enjoyed a double 
celebration at the end of last 
term, as they celebrated the 
successful completion of their 
Artsmark Award and the return 
of their third Community School 
Art Gallery.  

The Community School Art 
Gallery is held every two years 
in the small rural school and 
invites the pupils, their families 
and friends to display their art 
and craftwork alongside the 
work of local artists within the 
community. Jo Deuble, Art  
Co-ordinator at the school says: 
“The project is always a huge 
success as it gives children the 
awe and wonder of seeing their 
artwork displayed in a proper 
gallery setting with the work of 
professional and amateur 
artists. The gallery is quite a lot 
of hard work, as it is set up in 
the school hall overnight; 
however, the look on the 
children’s faces as they first 
enter the gallery makes it all so 
worthwhile!”  

The project aims are to provide 
an opportunity to share the 
talents of young and old alike 
within the local community. It 

also provides a memorable 
experience for the pupils of the 
school as each class is given 
the opportunity to view the 
gallery exclusively with their 
friends. The children develop 
their reflection skills as they 
peer-assess each other’s work. 
In two years’ time the school 
hopes to develop this idea 
further by extending their 
invitation to view the gallery to 
other small local schools in the 
area. 

This year’s Community School 
Art Gallery attracted a wealth of 
exhibitors from talented 
parents, grandparents, older 
siblings and ex-pupils of the 
school. The children’s work was 
very diverse and included 
projects such as bird boxes 
decorated by the infants, 
design technology (DT) models 
of Petersfield Town buildings by 
Year 3 and 4 pupils, and a 
collection of paintings by Year 5 
and 6 inspired by the work of 
Henri Rousseau. The junior 
lunchtime sewing club also 
showed off their range of 
impressive sewing skills with a 
colourful array of home-made 
cushions, embellished with 
hand embroidery and 
patchwork.  

The artwork continued outside 
this year, where visitors were 
greeted at the school entrance 
by an impressive giant tarantula 
spider, nicknamed Mr Bumpy 
by the children! Local sculptor 
and artist Andy Cheese worked 

with the infants to produce the 
spider, which was inspired by 
their topic Mini-beasts and was 
cleverly constructed using a 
variety of recycled materials. 

The gallery has played an 
important role in the successful 
outcome of the Artsmark 
Award. Art Co-ordinator Jo 
Deuble said of the school’s 
recent Artsmark success: “The 
Community Gallery has 
provided us with some valuable 
evidence within our Artsmark 
application. It demonstrates a 
great way to share progress 
and achievements with parents 
and the local community. The 
school’s partnership with local 
sculpture Andy Cheese was 
particularly successful and has 
had a great impact on the 
quality of work produced this 
year. The Artsmark validator 
saw the strengths of the project 
and wrote in her final evaluation 
how she thought the school 

Artsmark at Sheet Primary School 
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was well supported by the local 
community, and how the 
children and local residents 
produce an art exhibition that is 
a high quality experience for 
the whole neighbourhood.” 

The gallery was open for locals 
to visit over the weekend and 
guests are invited to write their 
comments in an open visitors 
books. The school has been 
delighted with the positive and 
supportive comments given and 
they are now looking forward to 
planning their next Community 
School Art Gallery in 2015! 
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The objective of this day was to 
offer pupils a fun learning 
opportunity which linked art and 
French through the work of 
artist Georges Seurat. The 20 
Key Stage 2 children who were 
selected to participate were 
either on the gifted and talented 
(G&T) register for French plus 
or were our Year 6 G&T artists. 
We limited the numbers so the 
group could be adequately 
resourced and accommodated. 

The first session consisted of 
introductions in French (names, 
ages) to welcome the pupils 
and put them at their ease. 
They enjoyed tasting a 
selection of French foods which 
we had brought in and began to 
gel as a group during this 
process. Whilst they were 
munching, the children were 
familiarised with Georges 
Seurat and pointillism. A couple 
of the Year 6 girls had seen 
some of his paintings at the 

National Gallery which was 
fantastic. The children were 
fascinated by the dotty 
technique employed by Seurat 
as we discussed his work. This 
was followed by an activity 
where we revised colours in 
French and experimented with 

pointillism in their mini-journals. 
Lunchtime arrived all too soon! 

In the afternoon it was painting 
time! We showed a picture of 
the Eiffel Tower by Seurat, 
which we used to link into the 
Blackfield skyline – Fawley 
Power Station and the Esso 
Refinery. The children used 
their newly acquired pointillism 
skills to paint our local skies. 
Since this process is a  
time-consuming one, we had 
provided small pieces of card 
and a selection of cotton buds 
and paintbrushes, giving pupils’ 
opportunities to experiment with 
a range of resources. As 
expected, some children 
completed their pictures by 
3pm and others were chasing 
their tails to finish! While the 
children were doing their 
evaluations of the day in their 
mini-journals, and tidying up, 

Linking French with art for gifted and 
talented pupils at Blackfield Primary School 
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other children went out in pairs 
to record their thoughts in 
French on soundcards. The 
children enjoyed hearing 
themselves and it added an 
extra dimension to the finished 
display of their work (despite 
being a bit expensive!). 

It was super to see the 
interaction between the 
different age groups during the 
day and the increase in 
confidence with their spoken 
French.  

The finished paintings, journals 
and soundcards were placed 
on display in the entrance to 
the school, where visitors are 
unable to resist pressing the 
soundcards!  

 

Tina Chappell and Jane 
Stuart 

Blackfield Primary School 
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Cameron is a Year 10 boy who 
is registered blind (he has very 
limited vision), he also has 
facial abnormalities. He has 
written this statement about his 
Myself unit for Assessment and 
Qualifications Alliance (AQA) 
Entry Level Certificate (ELC) 
that he completed last year at 
the start of Year 9.   

Suzanne Griffiths 

Art Teacher 
Glenwood School 

 

“When I was told about the  
self-portrait project I had to do 
in Year 9, I felt a bit nervous 
and worried because I was to 
do a picture of me and I might 
look a bit ugly like Frankenstein 
because of my face. 

“I traced a photo of me onto 
acetate and used the projector 
to enlarge my face. 

“I felt better about the work 
when I started on my own 
ideas. I saw the Keep calm and 
carry on poster in the art room 
and really liked it. It gave me 
the idea of having a union flag 
behind me. 

“I didn’t have many problems 
doing the work because of my 
poor eye sight, I was very 
careful with my colouring in and 
did my best. 

“I love my self-portrait because 
my face is the best it’s ever 
looked. It is being displayed in 

the school main corridor and 
people have said how cool my 
work looks.” 

Cameron  

Pupil at Glenwood School  

 

My self-portrait 
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Lead organisation/
project manager 
Managed by the Head of 
Education, Ronda  
Gowland-Pryde, the John 
Hansard Gallery, in partnership 
with image-maker, Kristianne 
Drake and Southampton Solent 
University, developed a 
research and development 
programme in response to the 
Artswork – South East Bridge 
call for projects that would 
extend digital practice between 
cultural organisations and 
schools that enabled young 
people to create their own 

digital photobooks. Embedding 
the Bronze Art Award, the 
programme aimed to support 
schools with the new GCSE 
Photography course launched 
in 2010. The lead cluster/
teaching school, Hounsdown 
School, planned to offer GCSE 
Photography in the 2013/2014 
academic year and develop an 
Arts Award programme for its 
students. 

With extensive experience in 
the delivery of photographic/
digital practice based projects 
and the Arts Award at all levels 
from Discover to Gold, the John 
Hansard Gallery was able to 

lead and support a high quality 
digital practice programme that 
responded to the current needs 
of schools as they programme 
the new photography GCSE. 

About the Photobook 
Show 
Photobook Show is a Brighton-
based arts organisation, set up 
in 2011 by William Sadowski 
and Kevin Beck to raise the 
profile of artist-led photobooks, 
with particular focus on self-
published or hand-crafted 
works. It aims to hold several 
exhibitions a year, alongside 

CREAT-e-Books 

Photograph by Steven Ardley 
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talks and workshops, to 
promote the visibility of 
photobooks. For further 
information about the 
Photobook Show and the 
Southampton e-Photobook 
Show visit:  

www.photobookshow.co.uk. 

Project aims and 
objectives 
Using the John Hansard 
Gallery central offsite space 
exhibition of specially 
commissioned artists books 
from the Photobook Show, 
brought to Southampton in 
partnership with Southampton 
Solent University, managed by 

image-maker, Kristianne Drake, 
the programme aimed to: 

 trial and develop 
opportunities for extending 
photographic digital 
practice in schools to 
enhance the delivery of the 
new photography GCSE 
which embeds the Bronze 
Art Award. 

By developing these 
opportunities, the programme’s 
main objectives included: 

 the trialling and 
development of a 
framework for delivering 
the photography GCSE 
with lead teaching school, 
Hounsdown School and 

alliance partner, Wildern 
School 

 supporting groups of Year 
9 students to develop their 
photographic practice with 
professional, Arts Award 
Advisor trained  
artist-photographers, which 
embeds the Bronze Art 
Award 

 enhancing young people’s 
learning about creative 
digital practice with visits to 
John Hansard Gallery 
exhibitions and talks from 
artists/researchers at the 
Winchester School of Art 
Research Centre and 

Students working with DSLR cameras during  
a practical session/visit to John Hansard Gallery Central 
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Southampton Solent 
University 

 providing students with an 
opportunity to create their 
own digital photographic 
books (through online 
photobook resources such 
as Blurb) and online Arts 
Award portfolios (using 
software tools such as 
Apple i-Motion or apps 
such as Penultimate), 
which use schools’ existing 
ICT resources 

 the creation of a template 
resource guide for other 
schools who will be 
delivering the photography 
GCSE and Bronze Art 
Award using digital practice 
and online portfolios, thus 

 enabling the schools to 
provide students with 
access to the Arts Award 
more independently and 
achieve Artsmark status 

 wider dissemination of the 
template/resource to the 
Southampton Schools Art 
Network 

 Legacy provision of group 
Bronze/Silver Arts Award 
Advisor training for lead 
contact teachers from the 
school cluster. 

What happened 
The CREAT-e-Books Project 
ran from mid-January to end of 
March 2013. The work took 
place over two academy 
schools – Hounsdown School 

and Wildern School – with 
Hounsdown being the lead 
school on the project. Young 
people who participated on the 
project volunteered to take part 
and were Year 9s. 

Throughout the project, 
elements of both GCSE 
Photography and Bronze Arts 
Award were embedded into the 
delivery to both support the 
schools in developing their own 
courses and support the 
students in developing their 
technical, research and creative 
abilities. 

The key practical objective was 
to develop teaching and 
learning skills using electronic 
delivery throughout – and this 
was done through digital 
photography sessions using 
Canon DSLR cameras in a full 
manual mode, creating blogs 
which the students used in the 
same way they might use a 
workbook to collect and collate 
material, and finally through the 
production of a self-publish,  
on-demand electronic book 
using the Blurb program. 

The sessions followed a 
scheme of work, which included 
practical and theoretical 
delivery to the students. There 
were also tasks set for the 
students to complete. The 
sessions were also supported 
by gallery visits, which were 
considered as a vital part of the 
programme to enhance 
students’ understanding of 
current digital practice in 
contemporary art. 

The first visit was to the John 
Hansard Gallery Central where 

the students were able to view 
and interact with all the work in 
the Photobook Show – they 
had time to view the books, as 
well as a talk about how and 
why the show was there and 
some of the work in the show. 
They then spent time 
discussing the works and how 
photobooks relate to art in 
general. 

The second visit was to the 
main John Hansard Gallery site 
where three sessions were 
delivered. Firstly they were 
taken round the exhibition by 
the Head of Education, Ronda 
Gowland-Pryde, and asked to 
participate in discussions with 
Dr Victoria Walters from the 
Winchester School of Art 
Research Centre, whilst 
collecting information for a 
review they were going to write. 
Then they had a talk from three 
students who study BA (Hons) 
Photography at Southampton 
Solent University and who had 
also had their work shown in 
the Photobook Show. Finally, a 
practical book-making session, 
which was led by another 
Southampton Solent University 
student, finished off the day. 

There were also sessions on 
how to use basic Photoshop, 
setting up and creating an 
online blog, and how to make a 
book on Blurb – visit:  

www.blurb.co.uk/. 

The lead school for the project 
was Hounsdown School and 
Wildern School also 
participated in the creation of 
electronic Blurb books after two 
sessions on camera use, with 

http://www.photobookshow.co.uk.
http://www.blurb.co.uk/.
http://www.blurb.co.uk/
http://www.photobookshow.co.uk
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research for the students to use 
to support their ideas. The 
Hounsdown School group had 
16 students, all of whom were 
Year 9 students who were 
taken out of regular classes to 
participate in the project. The 
Wildern School students were 
Year 9 GCSE Photography 
students and were taught 
during their curriculum time for 
this subject (approximately 32). 
Sessions were supported by 
the use of equipment from 
Southampton Solent University. 

Programme stages/
summary timeline 
 Programme consultation 

with the school cluster and 
young people (14 January 
to 11 February 2013). 

 Delivery and project 
reflection/debrief (15 
February to 27 March 
2013) 

 Resource/template 
creation (by Easter, 29 
March 2013). 

 Online launch of  
CREAT-e-Books teacher 
resources and participant  
e-books/portfolios (by 23 
April 2013) to view via 
www.hansardgallery.org.uk. 

 Project evaluation and 
dissemination to the Art 
Network (by end of April 
2013). 

 Legacy Provision of Arts 
Award training for teaching 
school leads (by end of 
April 2013). 

Feedback: student 
questionnaire 
summary 
Feedback from students about 
their participation on the 
CREAT-e-Books programme 
was very positive. The following 
provides a summary of this 
feedback from the 
questionnaires: 

 When asked whether they 
felt that the project has 
helped to develop skills in 
photography 90% agreed, 
with 10% strongly 
agreeing. 

 When asked whether 
students had ever made an 
online blog before, 1% had 
whilst 99% had not. 

 100% of the students had 
never made a photobook 
using Blurb or any other 
similar software before this 
project. 

 99% agreed that the skills 
they had learnt during the 
project will help them with 
their other subjects. 
Subjects identified were 
(according to rank): ICT, 
art, media, English, 
photography, graphics, 
geography, textiles, food 
science, PE and 
citizenship. 

 40% had never visited a 
gallery before the project, 
whilst 60% had. 

 99% had never visited the 
John Hansard Gallery 
before. 

 98% thought that the 
project gallery visits were 
valuable. 

 100% agreed that they 
would like to take part in 
another project like this 
again if given an 
opportunity to do so. 

Qualitative feedback 

Teacher comments 

“Brilliant is the word … the 
critical and contextual 
discussions during the visit 
were excellent. Two of the 
children have borrowed the 
DSLR cameras for the 
weekend. I think we are really 
challenging and nurturing 
something special. Kristianne, 
you are a natural.” 

Gayle Jones, Head of Art, 
Hounsdown School 

Student comments 

“Kristianne came in and taught 
us how to use cameras. She 
taught us about the different 
features the camera has, such 
as the shutter speed. She also 
told us about the pinhole 
camera, and then we had to go 
on a scavenger hunt and find 
pictures off a list. We went to 
the John Hansard Gallery 
where the art was all about 
changing things and how things 
evolve, such as plant cells. My 
favourite part was the Ranchu 
fish, like the one where they 
were being projected into a 
bowl but there was actually real 
water, it just didn’t make sense 
and that’s why I liked it. It also 
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made me question what art 
was, but I guess art’s what you 
want it to be.” 

Hafsa 

“The John Hansard University 
exhibition was very different 
and unique. It has an alien, 
space-like feel to it. There was 
different art everywhere; the 
gallery was very creative.” 

Ben 

“We learnt how to use DSLR 
cameras and how to change 
light and movement. I learnt 
how to make an e-Book. We 
used Google Blogger at the 
start, then we used Blurb.” 

Christy 

“The introduction to the 
cameras was good because I 
got to use a DSLR camera and 
know how to change the speed 
on taking pictures. The John 
Hansard Gallery was different 
because it was on observation 
from books. The books were all 
different. Using Blogger is a 
new thing, I think it is really 
clever in the way you use it. 
Also e-Book is really clever 
because you make your own 
books, then you can print them. 
I have learnt that art can be 
shown in different ways or 
form.” 

Aaron 

“We have learnt how to use 
Photoshop to link two pictures 
together.” 

Dylan 

“I got inspiration for my e-Book 
by looking at the ones in the 
gallery. It was good to get new 
ideas.” 

Rawnie 

Students exploring the e-Book Show at John Hansard Gallery Central with Kristianne Drake 

http://www.hansardgallery.org.uk.
http://www.hansardgallery.org.uk
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Conclusion: taking 
digital practice, 
knowledge and 
understanding 
forward 
The programme benefited both 
the cultural organisations and 
schools, by enabling young 
people to create their own 
digital artist books and 
portfolios through the medium 
of photography. Since the 
introduction of photography 
GCSE as a stand-alone subject 
in 2010, schools have begun to 
programme photography GCSE 
courses, which consist of two 
units whereby students must 
create personal portfolios, 
respond to an externally set 
assignment/project brief (based 
on local cultural provision/
exhibitions) and sit an exam 
paper that asks them to 
demonstrate their practical and 
theoretical knowledge of 
photography (both digital and 
35mm). 

With support from the John 
Hansard Gallery (which has a 
heritage of photographic and 
digital/media exhibitions), 
higher education providers with 
photography courses and an 
experienced photographic 
specialist artist-educator, this 
programme was able to 
enhance and take digital 
practice forward at a practical 
level. Based on the real need of 
schools, the programme 
supported teachers’ and 
students’ understanding of 
digital practice. By creating a 
resource for others to use 
through the development of this 

high quality programme for 
young people, it is envisaged 
that this will help support others 
who wish to access GCSE 
Photography and/or develop 
their photography through the 
Arts Award, creating online 
photobooks and portfolios. 

Programme context 
The John Hansard Gallery is a 
national portfolio organisation 
of Arts Council England and is 
supported by the University of 
Southampton. From early 
February to late March 2013, 
the John Hansard Gallery’s 
central offsite space, located in 
Southampton City Centre, 
exhibited artist’s photobooks as 
part of the Photobook Show 
open submission. The 
Photobook Show was brought 
to Southampton by  
image-maker Kristianne Drake 
and Southampton Solent 
University. 
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In the Summer Term, Elvetham Heath Primary 
School took part in the National Gallery’s Take 
One Picture Project. A wide range of  
cross-curricula work took place across the two 
key stages, using Seurat’s Bathers at Asnières 
as the focus. As part of this project, we 
commissioned Winchester-based designers Sue 
Fox and Sue Kenneally to work with us to 
produce a textile wall hanging. 

To enable all the children to feel part of the 
project, the initial brief to the school from the 
designers was for every child to create a 
concertina book of black line drawings, charting 
a journey from their home during their Easter 
holidays. Every child received a concertina book 
cut from high-quality watercolour paper and fine 
black marker pen to create their illustrated 
journeys. The concertina books were 
instrumental in the concept, planning and design 
of the exciting four-metre long contemporary 
textile hanging. A huge number of our children 
had drawn the journey from their houses on 
Elvetham Heath up to London and this became 
the main focus of the wall hanging. It tied in so 
beautifully with the theme of changing 
landscapes in Seurat’s Bathers. 

The designers worked with small groups from 
each of the key stages. Some of the children 
had been identified as lacking in confidence and 
concentration in the classroom situation. The 
experience of working in a small group and 
having a lot of one-to-one input with the 
designers increased their self-esteem and 
sense of pride. 

The two Sues introduced the children to a 
number of new design skills and design 
processes, including hand-printing,  
mono-printing, typography, stitch, embroidery, 
appliqué and illustration. They also actively 
embedded literacy, numeracy, geography and 
art history within the project. When the 
designers were in school there was a notably 
positive attitude among staff and children, and a 

real curiosity and buzz about how the textile 
piece was progressing. We also invited relatives 
(parents/grandparents) to assist us with the 
stitching, enabling the project to become an 
intergenerational piece. 

We have had an overwhelming response to the 
textile piece now that it is hanging in our school. 
It shows many features of our local 
environment, with the journey cleverly ending in 
a section of iconic London buildings. The 
comments from the children, staff, governors 
and visitors to the school reflect the high quality 
of the work and amazement at what young 
children can produce. One six-year-old girl 
wrote in the comments book: “This is a beautiful 
picture, possibly the most beautiful thing I have 
ever seen”. 

Changing landscapes – a textiles journey 
from Elvetham Heath Primary to London 
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Partnership projects such as this are really 
valuable as they give both the school and the 
designers time to explore ideas in greater depth, 
which not only enriches the curriculum but also 
inspires the teaching staff and children. 

The two Sues were an absolute delight to work 
with. If you would like to know more about their 
exciting work they can be contacted at: 

E-mail: contact@sueandsue.com 

Web: www.sueandsue.com 

Tel: 07810 158125/07719 296956. 

 

Jane Rourke  

Art Subject Leader 
Elvetham Heath Primary School 
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The Field Studies Centre in Selborne is well 
known to many Hampshire schools as a base 
for exciting science and geography studies. It 
has built up a fantastic reputation and receives 
outstanding feedback for the courses it runs. 

It has recently received a grant from the 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Communities Fund 
to establish some National Curriculum linked art 
workshops, inspired by the work of Gilbert White 
and based in the beautiful South Downs 
National Park. 

The team at the Field Studies Centre have 
worked with HIAS General Inspector/Adviser for 
Visual Arts (Primary Phase), Fiona Godfrey, and 
Jane Rourke from Elvetham Heath Primary 
School to produce an exciting package of art 
activities for schools. The workshops being 
offered give the children the opportunity to 
experience art in the environment, art inspired 
by the environment and art using the 
environment. This can include creating natural 
pictures in the meadow, gardens and up The 
Hanger; using Selborne clay to make creatures; 
cave paintings with different Selborne soils; 
observational drawings of the creatures (stuffed) 
in the barn; abstract canvases using juices from 
berries and even tree wrapping!  

The grant funding has enabled the team at the 
Field Studies Centre to offer planning for 

schools’ workshops, with some supporting 
resources. Workshops can be tailed to fit in with 
an art topic, linked to work by artists from 
different periods of history, or can fit in with a 
range of different curriculum topics and themes. 
Alternatively, workshops can be offered as a 
stand-alone experience which the children can 
enjoy in its own right.  

When a Year 2 class came from Elvetham 
Heath Primary to pilot activities, the day was 
incredibly inspiring. Class teacher, Jane Rourke, 
had prepared the children for the trip by 
teaching observational drawing techniques and 
giving plenty of time to practise them. She had 
also shown them some DVD footage about 
Gilbert White, which helped to put the trip into 
context. The children were hugely excited about 
seeing the gardens, the Melonery (where 
melons were grown!) and by visiting Gilbert’s 
house. They used apples, hay and acorns to 
create whole-class land art in the meadow, and 
then climbed the steep hill known as The 
Hanger to take imaginary photographs of their 
favourite view, and to make 2D and 3D natural 
pictures. 

After lunch in the barn, children were given a 
choice of activities, including drawing, making 
clay models and mixing their own natural paints 
to create both individual and collaborative work. 

Environmental art at Gilbert White’s Field 
Studies Centre in Selborne 

mailto:contact@sueandsue.com
http://www.sueandsue.com
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The concentration from the 
children was fantastic and they 
were delighted with the 
outcomes of their efforts. All the 
adults were amazed at the 
confidence and joy that came 
from the children. We stood 
back in awe and wonder at their 
attitude to the work, and the 
outcomes! An additional bonus 
was the quality of the written 
work the children produced 
about the day when they were 
back in school – concrete 
evidence that outdoor learning 
can have a beneficial impact on 
academic attainment! 

The workshops are on offer to 
all schools at a daily rate of 
£208.50 for a class of 30 
children and are available at 
any time. However, thanks to 

grant funding, we have a limited 
number of workshop days 
which can be booked by those 
schools with a high percentage 
of free school meals at a 
reduced rate of £104.50 for the 
day. (These subsidised 
sessions need to take place 
before the end of the Spring 
Term 2014.) 

Further information about the 
arts workshops can found at: 

www.gilbertwhiteshouse.org.uk/
field-studies-centre/arts-
workshop/.  

For bookings and inquiries, 
either send an e-mail to:  

education@gilbertwhiteshouse.
org.uk  

or call: 

Tel: 01420 511517. 
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The aim was to make this experience as 
multisensory as possible. We planned to 
integrate colour, texture and sound as we 
decorated a small room with logs, branches, 
large pot plants and hung a cargo net from the 
ceiling to make a tropical rainforest. Each class 
visited the jungle to work with our artist and 
experience a moist, steamy environment. As 
they entered, a forest sound track was playing 
and they were sprayed with a fine warm mist. 
The artist introduced a small puppet and talked 
about the Rousseau painting. Each child was 
given yellow paint to represent the hot tropical 
sun and later a blob of blue to represent the 
rain. At this stage it was just finger painting and 
mixing. We wanted to allow the children time to 
mix a variety of different shades of green. They 
were then supplied with a paper leaf, stalk or 

stem which could be sponged and finger 
painted. The more able children helped add the 
other animals which lived in the forest and also 
the tiger stripes. The final piece was put 
together by our artist with a leaf, grass, tiger 
stripe, etc contributed by every pupil in the 
school. 

Rousseau’s surprise at Shepherds Down 
Special School 

http://www.gilbertwhiteshouse.org.uk/
mailto:education@gilbertwhiteshouse.
http://www.gilbertwhiteshouse.org.uk/field-studies-centre/arts-workshop/
http://education@gilbertwhiteshouse.org.uk
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Back in the classroom we 
explored the image by dressing 
up as a tigers with homemade 
tiger masks and becoming the 
Rousseau image in our wood. 
This helped our kinesthetic 
learners, as well as exploring 
the image from the tiger’s point 
of view.  

We also made smaller 
dioramas by placing a toy tiger 
in a jungle scene made from 
vegetation collected from the 
school grounds. 

Rousseau’s static image has 
been deconstructed and 
reinvented by Shepherds Down 

Special School in a 
multisensory, dynamic and very 
personal way. 
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Hidden treasures was the 
theme for the summer 2013 Art 
Support Workshops. We 
investigated using mixed media 
and a range of skills that 
included collage, drawing, 
painting and mini-sculpture. 

Teachers were given the task 
to create an artwork based on a 
treasure. Art work was 
developed by using mixed 
media techniques and 
combining skills and materials 
on a mini-canvas around an 

object or theme. Ideas were 
discussed of using the 
technique for responding to 
different curriculum topics, the 
mind map below covered some 
of the possibilities. The process 
considered would enable 

Hidden treasures at the summer 2013 Art 
Support Workshops 

Artwork with thanks to children from Hale Primary School’s art club 
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children to engage in a really 
creative activity, which enables 
them to combine and collect 
ideas and select materials to 
produce their personal and 
individual response. 

Artists who use mixed media 
combining processes and 
materials were considered and 
also artists who work in boxes, 
frames and address 
compartmentalising their art. 
Inspirations and reference to 
artists that work in this way can 
be found in abundance on the 
internet by researching Google 
images. 
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Between January and April 2013, Year 3 pupils 
at Bordon Junior School took the lead in a new 
project at the school funded by Hampshire 
County Council Youth Arts Office and Radian 
Housing. 

The project was launched in early January with 
a fact-finding and sketching visit for pupils and 
staff to the Sculpture Park in Farnham, Surrey. 
During the day pupils worked with Red Phoenix 
(Terri Howey, storyteller), Rob Turner, a public 
artist based in Kent, and Jonathan Cleaver, a 
local tree surgeon who is an expert in wood 
sculpture. 

During January and February the Year 3 
children worked with the storyteller to create a 
number of stories which could be illustrated with 
sculptures. Once the stories were ready the 
children then worked with Rob Turner to design 
sculptures which would then be placed in the 
school grounds to help tell the stories. 

During March Rob returned to the school for a 
week to work with the rest of the school to 
complete the sculptures. During this time Rob 
was based at The Phoenix Theatre, so that the 
sculptures could be left out all the time and also 
allowing parents to drop in with their children at 
any time to help. 

On a very cold Saturday in early April our 
Sculpture Park was ready to be opened. 
Fortified with hot chocolate, parents and 
children listened to Red Phoenix tell stories in 
her story tent, before using the sculptures in the 
school grounds to tell other stories. During the 
day visitors could also listen to the children’s 
stories via hand-held recorders. 

At the end of the project we had eight  
adult-sized sculptures, two of which were 
presented to The Phoenix Theatre and Radian 
Housing based at the new Eco Housing Project 
Centre, and nearly 30 smaller sculptures 
ranging from mushrooms to large chests of gold. 

Sculpting Stories Project 

Designing characters at the start of the project 

Working with Rob Turner 

Red Phoenix telling stories 
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Running alongside the project the Year 3s were 
introduced to Arts Award Discover. By the end 
of the project 20 children had successfully 
completed their study of the various arts used in 
the project and excitedly awaiting their 
certificates. 

 

Denise Steirn 

Art Co-ordinator  
Bordon Junior School 

 

Painting sculptures 

The final sculpture 

Transferring designs onto wood 

A finished sculpture 
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We looked at the theme of 
portraits for the autumn 2013 
Art Support Group Workshops 
entitled Smile. The genre of 
portraiture straddles centuries 
of art. Looking at some different 
responses to painting faces by 
artists, this workshop focused 
on the inspiration of the British 
artist Julian Opie. 

We considered proportion by 
doing a cutting and sticking 
exercise and placing cut-out 
features in proportion and then 
out of proportion. This was 
followed with a task involving 
watercolours and mixing skin 
colours to faces from 
magazines and artists’ work. 

This prepared the way for the 
final task of the evening that 
considered doing an outline in 
black pen on acetate of a face, 
placing cartridge paper over the 
top and then tracing the outline 
onto the paper using a pencil. 
Next teachers could apply one 
or two tones of skin colour, 
followed by hair colour and a 
few details. The acetate was 
then placed back over the work 
to realise the Opiesque image. 

Great successes were 
celebrated and teachers plan to 
use the skills in a wide variety 
of ways when back in the 
classroom. 

 

Portrait by Year 5 pupil inspired by Julian 
Opie 
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Schools project: 
Collider Scope 
Pupils at Stanmore Primary 
School, Weeke Primary School 
and Henry Beaufort School had 
their own share of excitement 
about the discovery of the 
Higgs bosun particle and the 
Large Hadron Collider in 
Winchester. The three schools 
took part in a specially 
designed project to explore the 
idea of collision and create their 
own Collider .  

Using both art and science as a 
platform for creative 
workshops, three local artists 
and a scientist worked with 
pupils in the schools to explore 
the idea of collision through 
scale, colour, sound and image. 
The outcomes of these 
workshops were used to create 
an art installation called Collider 
Scope at Winchester Science 

Centre (previously known as 
INTECH). 

Guided by artist Alex Hoare, 
the Collider Scope captures the 
outcomes of the workshops and 
includes written and recorded 
words, large collaged and 
colourful collided shapes and 
film, as well as photographed 
science experiments based on 
collisions.  

The project was developed as 
part of 10 days, a biennial 
interdisciplinary arts event 
organised by local arts 
professionals whose theme this 
year is Creative collisions, and 
has been developed in 
partnership with South East 
Physics network (SEPnet), a 
consortium of universities in the 
South East whose outreach 
work aims to inspire young 
people and develop their 
interest in physics. 

Abby Goodchild, Deputy 
Headteacher at Weeke Primary 
School said: “Finding out what 
happens when eggs protected 
by different materials collide 
with different objects made 
learning great fun. And no one 
wanted to go home at the end 
of the session!”  

An online resource pack has 
been created by the team for 
teachers to download so that 
workshops can be run in more 
schools. It is available through 
SEPnet and through the 10 
days website:  

www.10dayswinchester.org/
downloads.  

Schools can upload 
photographs of the results of 
their experiments from the 
resource pack onto the event 
display on the website. 

For further information please 
contact Sara McPartland on:  

Tel: 01962 881932  

E-mail: marketing@10days 
winchester.org. 

 

10 days | Winchester | Creative collisions 
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Forthill Community School, Basingstoke, was 
proud to be a part of the first ever Go Rhinos! 
project this summer with Marwell Wildlife. The 
project saw representatives from Marwell come 
and speak with a GCSE group of art students 
and ask them to design a theme for our rhino, 
which was in keeping with the idea. The 
students decided to go with an African tribal 
theme and over the next few weeks worked 
tirelessly to complete it for the May deadline. 

The rhino took its journey from the school site 
down the M3 to Marwell Wildlife, where it was 
then dispersed among its friends to various 
locations around Southampton. Our rhino has 
since made its final journey back to school 
where it has a permanent home in our very busy 
reception. 

The students loved this opportunity to do 
something in art that would be for the 
community and they were very happy to see him 
return. Below is what Marwell Wildlife had to say 
about the project and its huge achievement.  

“For 10 weeks throughout this summer (13 July 
to 22 September), Marwell Wildlife’s Go! Rhinos 
colourful sculptures inhabited the streets of 
Southampton in a world-class mass public art 
event, showcasing the wealth of artistic talent in 
the area, whilst highlighting the significant 
conservation threat facing wild rhinos. The 
project was enjoyed by 100,000s of visitors and 
residents, both young and old, creating a huge 

sense of community and putting smiles of the 
faces of thousands! 

“On Wednesday 30 October our 36 wonderful 
large rhino sculptures, as well as Rudy, 
Business South’s small rhino, were auctioned to 
benefit three charities – Marwell Wildlife, The 
Rose Road Association and Wessex 
Heartbeat’s High 5 Appeal – at the Grand 
Harbour Hotel, Southampton and raised an 
amazing £124,700 for the three charities 
involved.” 

Go! Rhinos 

http://www.10dayswinchester.org/
http://www.10dayswinchester.org/downloads
mailto:marketing@10dayswinchester.org.uk


HIAS curriculum update 

 

46 Drama News | Autumn 2013 

Pick a piece of artwork by a 
famous artist and spend a 
whole week being inspired by, 
and recreating, it? Your version 
of teaching heaven or teaching 
hell? Well, that was the brief 
given to teachers and teaching 
assistants at Leesland 
Federation and it was met with 
both excitement and anxiety, 
depending on who you spoke 
to!  

With the groups being mixed 
across both key stages, a 
whole range of artists, mediums 
and styles were explored. Each 
day, children had their usual 
first lesson and then spent the 
rest of the day in their art 
group. For most of the groups, 
the week started with an 
introduction to the artist and the 
artwork they were to recreate. 
This was followed by 
experimenting with and learning 
the techniques that would then 
enable the group to produce 
their final interpretation of their 
masterpiece.  

The Headteacher took on the 
daunting task of recreating 
Vincent Van Gogh’s Sunflowers 
using … seeds pulses and 
dried pasta! This was a mean 
feat of gluing prowess and 
patience. The activity absorbed 
the group so much that they 
actually needed to be 
encouraged to step back to 
stop them from becoming too 
critical about certain areas of 
their work. 

Keeping with a natural theme, 
the Mona Lisa (or Mona 
Leesland as it became known) 
was reproduced using nothing 
but leaves and twigs. As part of 
their experience, the group 
actually became Mona Lisa 
through the magic of 
photography and tried to create 
that mysterious smile.  

Various other collage 
techniques were exploited as 
an effective way of enabling all 
children within a group to 
contribute towards a final 
outcome. To recreate 
Mondrian’s The quiet life, 
children collected colours from 
printed media (magazines and 
brochures) that subtly matched 
those in the picture. This 
allowed children of all ages and 
abilities to work as a team, with 
some identifying colours for 
others to cut out. Another 
teacher taught children colour 
mixing so the group could paint 
their own colours to cut out and 
create their own take on 
Woman in hat with pompoms 
by Picasso. More traditional 
collage and painting techniques 
were used to recreate George 
and dragon to great effect and 
by adding layers and layers of 
tissue paper, one group created 
a 3D version of Japanese 
bridge by Monet.  

Textiles were used in two very 
different ways to recreate two 
very different works of art. Kaffe 
Fassett’s Teapot quilt was 
reproduced, along with his 

techniques. Pieces of material, 
felt in this instance, were sewn 
together in order to create the 
patchwork quilt effect. Another 
adventurous teacher choose 
Jon Brett’s traditional painting, 
The Channel, and its use of 
colour, as her inspiration for a 
weaving!  

An inspirational Art Week at Leesland 
Federation 
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The mill by Lowry, Sunday 
afternoon on the Island of La 
Grande Jatte by Seurat and 
Poppy field by Van Gogh were 
all recreated by chopping the 
pictures up into smaller 
segments for the children to 
paint and then putting them 
back together for the final 
masterpiece. By doing this 
each child was really able to 
study and practice their artist’s 
individual techniques using 
watercolors, poster and acrylic 
paints.  

In a different group, the bold 
colours of acrylic paint and oil 
pastels allowed children to 
really experiment with the 
complementary, contrasting 
and harmonizing tones within 
Kandinsky’s work Concentric 
circles. Each child was able to 
paint two miniature canvases of 
their own, which were then put 
together by the class. Many, 
many different arrangements 
were tried before the children 
found a combination they liked. 
It was fantastic to see the 
children in the group become 

so analytical about colour 
combinations and discuss how 
the eye is drawn to different 
areas of a picture!  

Total mess and chaos ruled 
okay in the classroom as 
another group used Jackson 
Pollack’s Number 8 as their 
inspiration. Everything from 
cotton reels to tyres was used 
to make splatters of all sizes 
and one very long masterpiece! 

The classroom itself looked like 
a work of art at various points in 
the week. 

Digital media was also 
represented during the week. 
The photographic collages of 
David Hockney were used as 
the inspiration for a piece of 
artwork based on the local 
beach area. Children’s own 
photographic portraits were 
combined with papier-mâché 
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when a group did their own 
take on Virgin and child with 10 
saints by Andrea di  
Bonaiuto-da Firenze.  

The largest piece of artwork 
was one teacher’s version of 
Britain seen from the north by 
Tony Cragg (a huge installation 
of household plastics and 
rubbish stuck to a wall in the 
shape of Britain and a person). 
Leesland School’s version, 
Britain seen from the south, 
was made up of children’s and 
adults discarded toys, junk and 
items collected from the local 
beach, painted and glued to a 
large MDF board. The piece 
challenged some children’s 
views on what art can be; 
especially those who came to 
group on the first day expecting 
to draw or paint and ended up 
sorting through broken 
household objects! 

Pop art was not forgotten as 
many of Andy Warhol’s pictures 
and methods were explored by 
one group and, quite the 
opposite, Constable’s The 
haymaker was inspiration for 
another group.  

The children absolutely loved 
the change in routine and the 
chance to do something totally 
different. They certainly took 
ownership of their artists and 
the buzz around the school was 
almost tangible. New 
friendships were forged with 
children from different year 
groups, and key stages, and 
peer teaching and teamwork 
became the order of the day. 
Any usual behaviour issues 
seemed to be forgotten about 
for the week and, if you listened 
carefully to the occasional 
lunchtime conversation, you 
may have heard the techniques 
of Van Gogh being compared 

to the colour qualities of 
Kandinsky!  

By midway through the week 
the groups had explored their 
artist, practised their skills and 
were starting to make their final 
piece. You could almost feel all 
the group leaders holding their 
breath in nervous anticipation 
as the masterpieces took shape 
and their unveiling, on the 
Friday afternoon, loomed 
nearer. Nothing, however, 
prepared them, or the children, 
for the sense of achievement 
experienced when all the work 
was finished and presented in 
the hall for the gallery for the 
parents. And I do not think the 
parents were quite prepared for 
the quality of work they saw, 
with so many making the point 
to feed back positive remarks to 
the staff. Children were 
desperate to show parents, 
grandparents, brothers and 
sisters their work and have 
photographs taken with them. 
The pride on both the teachers’ 
and children’s faces was hard 
to miss. 
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The artworks now hang in 
various different places around 
the schools to serve as a 
reminder as to what you can 
achieve with a bit of teamwork, 
creativity, inspiration … and 
children. 

A week of art recreating a 
masterpiece? …Yes please.  
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As you will be aware, the 
current National Curriculum 
was disapplied from September 
this year, in order to give 
schools time to prepare for the 
new National Curriculum orders 
that come into force from 
September 2014. I have been 
reflecting on what the new 
orders mean for art and design 
at Key Stages 1 and 2. Here 
are a few thoughts.  

The Purpose of Study is, I 
think, the most important part of 
the new guidance in terms of 
setting standards and driving 
aspirations. I recommend that 
schools seek to shape their 
curriculum in ways that reflect 
this opening paragraph, noting 
in particular some important 
words and concepts such as 
challenge, inspire, experiment, 
invent and think critically.  

Beyond this, you will find a 
much slimmer set of 
requirements than was the 
case in the previous National 
Curriculum. This reflects the 
present government’s view that 
schools should have increased 
freedom to devise their own 
ways of meeting the 
requirements of a simpler 
National Curriculum.  

Children are required to 
“become proficient” in art skills 
and “produce creative work”. I 
think there is less clarity than 
previously about how different 
aspects of creativity can be 
integrated to create high 
quality, meaningful learning 

experiences for children and 
that schools will need to think 
carefully about how to structure 
projects in order to maintain 
high standards.  

With its four sections (Exploring 
and developing ideas, 
Investigating and making, 
Evaluating and developing, 
Knowledge and understanding) 
the previous National 
Curriculum provided a 
pedagogical structure for art 
and design that was helpful to 
non-specialist teachers in 
primary schools. Good art 
teaching has not changed and I 
would recommend that all these 
aspects of art should still be 
considered when planning art 
activities in the future.  

A change in the Subject 
Content is that there is a new 
emphasis on drawing, painting 
and sculpture over other art 
forms, though in the Aims 
section, there is also mention of 
children becoming proficient in 
“other art techniques”. Schools 
may choose to adopt a closer 
focus on these three areas, 
particularly drawing, as this has 
been a consistent focus of 
Ofsted concerns about 
standards in art over the past 
few years. My recommendation 
however is that schools also 
continue to provide 
opportunities for children to 
experience the breadth of 
possibilities for making art, 
including print-making, textiles, 
collage and ICT. Sketchbooks 

continue to be a requirement at 
Key Stage 2 and not at Key 
Stage 1.  

The 2014 National Curriculum 
places a greater emphasis than 
the previous National 
Curriculum on children knowing 
about artists and craftspeople 
and on evaluating and 
analysing art works. The 
emphasis at Key Stage 1 is on 
children knowing about a 
“range of artists, craft makers 
and designers”. At Key Stage 2 
the emphasis is on knowing 
about the great artists, 
architects and designers in 
history. To me, a sensible 
approach is to focus on a 
breadth of exposure to lots of 
different artists at Key Stage 1, 
while at Key Stage 2 children 
can gain deeper knowledge 
and analysis of a few artists 
and their art.  

In planning for art and design, 
schools will also no doubt find 
themselves responding to 
changes in the other foundation 
subjects, including history and 
geography. Primary schools 
have become well versed in 
making rich cross-curricular 
links through topics such as 
rivers, the Tudors and World 
War 2. The 2014 National 
Curriculum does not demand 
that schools “fix what ‘aint 
broke”, as many themes will 
remain relevant. Nonetheless, 
schools will find new 
opportunities in the 2014 
primary curriculum for 

Reflections on art and design in the 2014 
primary curriculum  
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refreshing and revitalising  
cross-curricular topics.   

All primary schools will be 
aware of the increased 
attention on detailed 
requirements in literacy and 
numeracy. In both of these 
areas, art remains a valuable 
tool with its capacity to provide 
children with inspiration, insight, 
purpose and visual 
understanding. I recommend 
that consideration continue to 
be given to the possibilities for 
making valuable links between 
art and these subjects.  

Further opportunities to explore 
what the new National 
Curriculum orders for art can 

mean for schools will be 
provided on all forthcoming 
primary art courses, including 
the following: 

Twilight briefings – The new 
National Curriculum for art at 
Key Stages 1 and 2   

January/February 2014 
Course code: ARTC0142 

Planning for art in the 
context of cross-curricular 
topics at Key Stages 1 and 2  

March 2014 
Course code: ARTC0127 

Working with the new 
primary curriculum for art 

May 2014 
Course code: ARTC0132 

The history of art in a day for 
primary teachers  

June 2014  
Course code: ARTC0122 

To book your place, contact 
HTLC or visit:  

learningzone.hants.gov.uk/. 

 

Fiona Godfrey  

November 2013   

Leesland Junior School, Year 4 

http://learningzone.hants.gov.uk/
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Our kiln had been in constant 
use since some of the staff 
went on Fiona’s clay course in 
early 2012; we had been using 
our skills with the children 
making a variety of small 
objects and now felt confident 
to complete a larger project. 
The National Association of 
Decorative and Fine Arts 
Societies (NADFAS) who 
originally helped us to buy our 
kiln put us in touch with a local 
potter, Ken Potter, and we 
discussed what sort of project 
could involve a number of 
children working together with 
Ken. A totem pole was 
suggested. Ken came up with 
the technical ideas on how to 
construct the structure so it 
would be a lasting feature in the 
school, I ordered all the 
materials and we were off. 

The children learnt by watching 
and working with Ken; in pairs 

they made the totem pots by 
rolling and wrapping clay 
around sewage sized cut pipes 
and fixing these on to a circular 
base with a central cut hole. 
After looking at various totem 
poles they then got to work 
embellishing each of their pots 
in various disguises, some took 
on human forms, some animals 
and others in between! All pots 
were initialled and dated as the 
children took ownership of 
each. This all took a number of 
weeks, so I had to wrap and 
spray them every few days to 
keep soft! So that the pots only 
needed one firing the children 
painted them with slip clay and 
Ken finely sprayed them with a 
watered down glaze. Several 
children made acorns (our 
school emblem) and oak leaves 
to fix on the top and bottom of 
the totem, Ken made us one 
large acorn for the top. 

I was forced to expand my kiln 
firing skills by setting it to come 
on during the night for about 
five slow firings, quite a 
worrying experience but all was 
well! I was quite relieved to 
arrive at school each morning 
to find it not burnt to the 
ground! 

We engaged a builder to sink 
our eight-foot pole into the 
ground and create a base for 
the totems to be threaded on 
to. Each pot was carefully 
threaded in place and glued on 
top of the one below, then filled 
with foam to ensure security. 

The children were delighted 
and proud of their totem, adults 
are amazed at what we have 
achieved but love and admire it. 
The project shows what can be 
achieved with good guidance 
and teaching from an 
experienced artist. The totem 
project helped our children to 

Totem poles take shape at Heathfield School 

 

 Drama News | Autumn 2013 53 

understand that some projects 
can take a considerable time to 
complete, they worked well 
together and really enjoyed 
learning with Ken who inspired 
us all. They know that their 
work will be there as a 
permanent feature in the 
school. We celebrated our 
totem by having an official 
opening assembly, enjoyed by 
all the school. 

 

Helen Blundell 

Heathfield School 
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As part of the Special Schools 
Art Network Group three 
schools, The Waterloo School, 
Icknield School and Heathfield 
School, collaborated in a joint 
art exhibition at Lakeside North 
Harbour, Cosham, in June 
2013. 

Using their knowledge gained 
at the Network Group the three 
schools came up with the idea 
of using drippy glue/paint and 
Brusho to enhance black and 
white photocopied road maps 
to represent a large-scale 
collage of the British Isles. Hills 
and valleys were depicted 
using wool and PVA glue that 
had been wrapped round 
different sized balloons, which 
was a tricky operation that the 
children enjoyed and it 
produced very effective results. 

Children and adults from The 
Waterloo and Heathfield 

Schools spent a morning in the 
glass atrium at Lakeside North 
Harbour assembling and 
putting their work together. The 
News, a Portsmouth 
publication, published an article 
on the exhibition. 

The General Manager of 
Lakeside, Karen Tyrell, warmly 
welcomes local schools to 
exhibit work there, especially 
any 3D pieces of art –  there is 
plenty of space so the bigger 
the better! 

 

Sharron De Abreu Faria 

The Waterloo School 

and 

Helen Blundell 

Heathfield School 

Special Schools Art Network Group at 
Lakeside North Harbour 
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Explore: connect: create is the 
new creative offer to schools 
led by South West Hampshire’s 
Art and Museums Team. All our 
visits are facilitated by our 
experienced Community 
Engagement and Learning 
Team.  

St Barbe Museum and Art 
Gallery, Lymington, and The 
Red House Museum, 
Christchurch, offer a varied 
programme of temporary art 
exhibitions, which includes 
internationally significant work 
within a gallery covered by the 
Government Indemnity 
Scheme. 

Using our exhibitions and 
museum collections, children 
are given opportunities to 
respond creatively and critically 
within a gallery environment. 
We offer practical activities to 
explore ideas, methods and 
processes, such as print 
making, scrap and wild art, 
collage and sculpture. 
Handmade sketchbooks also 
allow children to record the 
things that interest them using 
a range of mark-making 
materials. The use of 
sketchbooks encourages a 
child-led approach to 
developing individual pieces 
using a range and choice of 
mediums.  

Visits are bespoke depending 
on the needs of your group. We 
welcome a wide range of ages, 
from preschool to higher 
education, and sessions start at 

£26 per hour for a group of up 
to 30 pupils. 

Below is an example of two 
significant 2014 exhibitions at 
St Barbe Museum and Art 
Gallery. To keep up to date with 
our full list of exhibitions please 
visit:  

www.stbarbe-museum.org.uk  

and  

www.hants.gov.uk/
redhouse.htm  

or e-mail:  

Bryony.Waterman@hants.gov.
uk.  

We are always happy to 
discuss your needs. 

Home lad, home: the 
war horse story 
1 March to 25 April 2014 

A collection of artwork that 
traces the journey of horses 
from rural England to the 
Remount depots on to the 
Western Front. Includes work 
by First World War artists, such 
as Lucy Kemp Welch, and 
resident artist James Aldridge. 

Prints by the 
Grosvenor School of 
Modern Art  
26 July to 20 September 2014 

A collection of iconic and 
inspiring Art Deco style prints. 
Special print making workshops 
focusing on Art Deco and the 
work of artist Claude Flight 
(1881-1955) available between 
15 and 19 September. 

 

Art and creative workshops in South West 
Hampshire 
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We are pleased to bring you 
information about a new art 
document, Health and safety in 
art, craft and design for primary 
schools – handy hints. This is 
available electronically to 
Hampshire local authority 
schools and academies that 
subscribe to the website and 
can be downloaded to assist 
the teaching and planning of art 
lessons in primary schools. It 
can be found on the art web 
pages, under health and safety. 
If you do not currently 
subscribe to the website but 
would like to, please complete 
the online form found at:  

www.hants.gov.uk/education/
hias/feesandcharges. 

Alongside this document, 
please do refer to further help 
available on the art website. 

In art, safety is about more than 
rules and regulations. It is the 
responsibility of teachers to 
know and point out potential 
hazards and ensure 
precautions are observed. A 
part of a child’s education 
should involve safe practice 
when using materials. Good 
practice is safe practice. It is a 
teacher’s responsibility to 
ensure that children act safely. 

This document aims to provide 
you with guidance to support 
you with health and safety 
when delivering art, craft and 
design with the primary school 
age range. We have included 
some general and some 

specific health and safety 
guidance to highlight some of 
the risks and some handy hints 
to help you manage the risks.  

This document is not intended 
as an exhaustive list, just as 
some areas to consider when 
planning your lessons. 

Please share with your art 
subject leader and with all 
persons delivering art lessons. 

 

Health and safety in art, craft and design: 
handy hints 

http://www.stbarbe-museum.org.uk
http://www.hants.gov.uk/
mailto:Bryony.Waterman@hants.gov.
http://www.hants.gov.uk/education/
http://www.hants.gov.uk/redhouse.htm
mailto:Bryony.Waterman@hants.gov.uk
http://www.hants.gov.uk/education/hias/feesandcharges
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Ancient Egypt comes to Portsmouth in this 
blockbuster exhibition that brings together over 
150 intriguing objects, including jewellery, 
pottery, amulets and charms, statues, canopic 
jars, shabti figures, carved stones, domestic 
items, a mummified hawk, the mummy and 
coffin of Namenkhetamun and a large-scale 
model of the Temple of Ramesses II at Abu 
Simbel. There are plenty of interactive elements, 
including a memorable Is it real or is it fake? 
game show-style touch screen quiz and lots of 
potential for follow-up work in art and design, 
literacy, history and drama. 

The exhibition poses a series of questions and 
provides archaeological evidence to encourage 
visitors to reconsider what they think they know 
about ancient Egypt. 

 What is real and what is fake? looks at the 
importance of genuine artefacts in 
understanding the past. 

 Did aliens build the pyramids? explores the 
factors that led to the sophistication of 
ancient Egyptian society and the building of 
the magnificent pyramids. 

 How well do we know the ancient 
Egyptians? asks what archaeology can tell 
us about the real lives of ancient Egyptians, 
including well-known figures such as 
Tutankhamen and Ramesses the Great. 

 Beware the mummy’s curse! explains why 
and how the Egyptians practised 
mummification. 

 Were the Egyptians obsessed with death? 
presents the real reasons for the creation of 
elaborate tombs and coffins. 

Secret Egypt is a touring exhibition from the 
Herbert Art Gallery and Museum, Coventry, and 
Birmingham Museums Trust. 

How do I book a group visit? 
Group visits are free, but must be booked in 
advance. 

E-mail: mvs@portsmouthcc.gov.uk  

Tel: 023 9283 4744. 

Events and staff development 
opportunitites 
Secret Egypt is accompanied by a busy 
programme of weekend and holiday activities for 
children and adults, including drama workshops, 
Egyptian dancing, hieroglyphic tattoos, 
storytelling and shadow puppetry, fish 
mummification, animal headdress making and 
paper cutting, and 3D Egyptian bird-making 
workshops. 

The following events in particular offer enjoyable 
and affordable opportunities for staff to develop 
their making and storytelling skills: 

Saturday 18 January 2014, 10.00am – 4.00pm 

Egyptian 3D paper bird making  

Saturday 1 February, 10.00am – 4.00pm 

Egyptian-style paper cutting  

For details, including prices and how to book, 
visit: 

www.portsmouthmuseums.co.uk  

and click on Events. 

Portsmouth City Museum 
Museum Road 
Portsmouth 
PO1 2LJ 

 

Secret Egypt: unravelling truth from myth 
5 October 2013 to 23 February 2014  
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Arts Awards for ages five to 25 
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Art twilight briefings 
  



Jayne Stillman, County Inspector/Adviser for Visual and Performing Arts 

Tel: 023 8081 6136 

E-mail:  jayne.stillman@hants.gov.uk 

 

Website: www.hants.gov.uk/education/hias/art 

Contact details 

mailto:jayne.stillman@hants.gov.uk
http://www.hants.gov.uk/education/hias/art

